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during the writers' congress in Madrid I had many
conversations with the leading literary figures from
South America and Europe.

It is not, however, as an intellectual but as a
front-line soldier that I wish to approach the Spanish
problem, and in this connection the first point I
should like to stress is the great contrast existing
between the spirit at the front and the spirit behind
the lines. Among the men in the trenches con-
siderable indignation is aroused by the political
game that goes on behind the front. Rightly or
wrongly the soldiers at the front have the impression
that all who were truly sincere in their convictions
enlisted in the very first days of the war, and that
political conflicts behind the front are fanned and
kept in being by the politicians, who see in the con-
tinuation of these conflicts a raison d'etre for their
own existence and the chance of not being sent to
the front themselves. Communal life in the trenches
tends to blur and eliminate all original political
divergences ; only the will to victory endures and
the general attitude of the front-line soldiers can be
summarized in the words of Durutti : " We are
prepared if necessary to lose everything except the
war."

In many cases the men in the trenches, that is to
say the common people, the ordinary workers,
peasants, and lower middle class of Spain belong to